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For Immediate Release: May 17, 2010
The 2010 Toronto Fringe Theatre Festival

June 30 - July 11, 2010

Don’t just stand there, see some theatre!

The Toronto Fringe Theatre Festival is back with a new crop of shows, new artists and a new Fringe Club. To paraphrase Toronto's original theatre impresario, Honest Ed Mirvish, "Come on Toronto, don’t just stand there, see some theatre!"

Last year, THE FRINGE experienced its 13th consecutive year of audience growth, and over $427,000 of box office revenue was generated by and for the artists.  This year, THE FRINGE has partnered with Mirvish Enterprises (Honest Ed's) and the Randolph Centre for the Arts to create a central hub of activity at Bathurst and Bloor, bringing Toronto’s independent theatre scene centre stage. This takes THE FRINGE’s claim as the most accessible cultural event in Toronto to a whole new level. 

If over 150 productions isn’t enough to satiate the need for theatre, come by the new and improved Fringe Club now located at Honest Ed’s on the surface parking lot.  Open to festival-goers and artists alike, it’s the perfect place to grab a beer, chat up Fringe VIPs, and catch free performances at the
Cabaret Stage at 10pm every single night of the festival, including comedy performances by Bad Dog Theatre and the Just For Laughs Festival. This year, the Fringe Club has been extended to include the soon to be infamous 'Art Wank' where anybody in the world can take to the stage for 30 minutes, temporary murals on the 'Fringe Pretty Things' wall, and a variety of workshops, from stage fighting, belly dancing, and 'Tent Talks', hosted by various partners from the culture community.
Questions? Concerns? Need a hug? Head on over to The Randolph Centre for the Arts located across the street from the new Fringe Club. The Randolph Centre will become HQ for Fringe staff during the Festival as well as the Advance Ticket Box Office, and house over 180 performances from twenty-six independent theatre companies in three theatres.  Maybe one isn’t the loneliest number after all . . . five one-person shows will be playing in the new Solo Room at The Randolph Centre for the Arts. 

BYOV: Bring Your Own Venue: These site-specific shows are created specifically for their locations such as The Walmer Sanctuary, the United Steelworkers Hall, a walking tour of the Annex, and a show in a van. The walking tour and the van show will depart from the Fringe Club. Please do not BYOB!

24-Hour Play Writing Contest: Remember those all-nighters back in school? Now add an audience. 60 playwrights are given three items to include and 24 hours to write a script. The winner will have a staged reading of their play on the last night of the Festival. Past winners have included Kelly Gruber, Cryptico-Existential Zen Family Counselor and Third Baseman by Amit Morri, directed by Alan Dilworth.
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Patron’s Picks: All the cool kids went to that show! On July 11, each venue has an encore performance of the venues’ most attended show. Tickets for these shows are available in advance by phone, online or at the Advance Ticket Box Office starting the final Friday of the Festival.

The Harold: TMZ’s got nothing on the Fringe! The Harold is the source for everything FRINGE: the latest news, gossip, and behind-the-scenes info! Pick one up at any of the Fringe venues. 

Now in its 22nd year, the Toronto Fringe Theatre Festival is the city’s largest theatre festival, with over 70,000 attendees per year. From June 30 - July 11, THE FRINGE will host over 150 plays, at 27 venues, with 1,200 artists. 

TICKETS
ADVANCED TICKETS AVAILABLE JUNE 15:
• Online at www.fringetoronto.com
• By Phone at 416-966-1062 or 1-866-515-7799
• In person (June 30 – July 11 only) at The Randolph Centre for the Arts, 736 Bathurst Street
Tickets are a maximum of $10, not including advance ticket surcharges. 50% of all tickets are sold “At-The-Door” at each show’s venue 1 hour before show-time.
 
FRINGE PASSES
If you plan on seeing at least five shows, invest in a Fringe Pass to save money.
5 Play Pass — $40
Good for 5 “at-the-door” tickets. Maximum one ticket per play/pass. Non-transferable.

Frequent Fringer Pass — $70
Good for 10 “at-the-door” tickets. Maximum one ticket per play/pass. Non-transferable.

Buddy Pass — $90
Good for 14 “at-the-door” tickets. Maximum two tickets per play/pass. This pass can be used by two patrons.
 
There are no refunds for any unused portion of a pass. ID may be requested when using a Fringe Pass.

For more information please visit www.fringetoronto.com

Media Contact: FLIP Publicity, fringe@flip-publicity.com, 416.533.7710 X231

720 Bathurst Street, #403 TOR, M5S 2R4, www.flip-publicity.com

Fringe press page: www.fringetoronto.com/press
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