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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

K.M Hunter 2010 Theatre Award recipient d’bi.young celebrates 10 years of  profoundly provocative art-making with a summer of WORD! SOUND! POWAH! showcasing works at the fringe, summerworks, and anitafrika! dub theatre, festivals as well as editing a biomyth anthology, launching a trilogy of dub albums entitled wombanifesto, while completing an international tour.

African-Jamaican-Canadian dubpoet, monodramatist and educator d’bi.young is one of Canada’s most celebrated storytellers and for good reason. Throughout this decade alone she has published three books, produced six plays, written a biomyth trilogy, created six albums, starred in canada’s first multi-ethnic sitcom, toured and lectured nationally and internationally, founded an arts centre, participated in seven residencies, and garnered numerous awards and grants, two of which were dora mavor moore awards, all while raising her two young sons.

This summer marks the ending and beginning of a few of her projects under the heading WORD! SOUND! POWAH!

1. The Toronto Fringe Festival. June 30-July 6. Theatre Passé Muraille. 16 Ryerson Avenue. passemuraille.on.ca 
2. SummerWorks Theatrre Festival. August 5-15. Theatre Passe Muraille. 16 Ryerson Avenue. summerworks.ca
d’bi.young will be showcasing the third and final episode in her critically acclaimed biomyth monodrama series called sankofa at both the Fringe and Summerworks Festivals this year.  The first and second plays are blood.claat  and benu. The trilogy charts the journey of three generations of Afrikan-Jamaican womben: Mudgu Sankofa, her daughter Sekesu Sankofa, and Sekesu's daughter Benu Sankofa. In word! sound! powah!, the grand-daughter of Mudgu negotiates her own identity to the backdrop of a mythologized revolution and the birth of dubpoetry in Jamaica.   

3. word! sound! powah!: anitafrika dub theatre biomyth monodrama festival. August 16-22. 62 Fraser Avenue. anitafrika.com housed in a beautifully renovated 1400 sq ft loft in toronto canada's liberty village, anitafrika! dub theatre is an intersection of radical creativity, activity, and thought. founded by artistic director d'bi.young in spring 2008 under the mentorship of visionary dub aatist ahdri zhina mandiela, adt is a radical arts initiative rooted in the orplusi principles of storytelling, being developed by d'bi.young. The second season closing festival will feature full length biomyth monodramas by current artists-in-residency: Kemba Byam, Kalmplex, Natasha Morris, Amanda Parris, Julie Tesolin, Cassandra Walker
4. The launch of S Is For Storytelling: An Anthology of Biomyth Monodramas vol ll. August 22, 2pm. anitafrika dub theatre. 62 Fraser Avenue. anitafrika.com The anthology serves as a chronicle of plays created by resident artists, as well as a documentation of activities at the theatre. It is edited by d’bi.young.
5. Launch of Wombanifesto Trilogy Album. Word! Aug 15.  Sound! Oct 26. Powah! Dec 21. As a dubpoet, d’bi.young stands firm as the hybrid-oasis where dubpoetry meets roots-reggae, infused by dangerous dancehall riddims and funked out punk-rock. she has headlined numerous festivals including the canwest cabaret festival in the historic distillery district, the calgary international folk and spoken word festivals, vancouver folk festival, havana international reggae festival, and toronto’s international dubpoetry festival. The three albums of wombanifesto are a celebration of her art and life during the past 10 years. word! is a rebellious collection of cross-genre tracks. sound! sears with love ballads and powah! is a political dancehall/hiphop compilation.
6. Wombanifesto International 2010 Tour. In January 2010 d’bi.young embarked upon her first international tour consisting of her sharing her monodramas, performing her dubpoetry, and conducting lectures and workshops. Most recently she was invited to the Badilisha International Poetry X-Change in Cape Town South Africa and to the Royal Court Theatre in London to participate in their artist residencies. The remaining tour dates are listed below.
wombanifesto 2010 international tour remaining dates...

may 18-25 . south africa . featured artist . http://badilishapoetry.com/site/events/Badilisha-Live-May-2010

june 11 . toronto . she . psi 16 performing publics . psi.com

 

july 1 . featured poet . tell . toronto. dbiyoung.net

july 7-31 . london england . she . royalcourttheatre.com

aug 16-22 . toronto . word! sound! powah! festival . anitafrika.com

aug 24 . toronto . wombanifesto: word! album launch . dbiyoung.net

sept tba . vancouver . wombanifesto: word! album launch . dbiyoung.net

sept tba . belize . featured poet . the winsom foundation

sept 28-oct 2nd . winnipeg . she . femfest 2010 . femfest.ca

oct 26 . toronto . wombanifesto: sound! album launch . dbiyoung.net

nov tba . toronto . she . buddies in bad times theatre . artsexy.ca

nov tba . toronto . featured poet . centre for womben and trans people . ryerson university 

nov tba . toronto . now . tarragon theatre . tarragontheatre.com

dec 21 . toronto . wombanifesto: powah! album launch .  dbiyoung.net
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A SUMMER OF WORD! SOUND! POWAH!

Available for interviews:
all participants of word! sound! powah
For more information: dbiyoung.net | anitafrika.com 
For media inquires re d’bi.young please contact: dbi@dbiyoung.net
re: artists-in-residency village@anitafrika.com
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