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Montreal’s John Arthur Sweet is proud to bring his “beautifully crafted coming of age piece” (Prague Post) to the Fringe of Toronto Theatre Festival.
In everyone’s life, there are people who exercise a profound influence on us but whom we don’t really “know”. This is the point of departure for Hard Times’ production of the seriocomic monologue Waiting for André, a one-man show written and performed by John Arthur Sweet of Montreal.
A young man named Chris is hired to “wait” on a stage in a railway station as part of a publicity gimmick for a production of Beckett’s Waiting for Godot. Is this a waste of time? purgatory? a clever marketing ploy? a rare opportunity to think? It turns out to be a bit of most of these, as Chris ponders the essence of waiting, the relevance (or not) of theatre, and the nature of Love—all through the lens of his relationship with the mysterious young artist André. 
When Waiting for André was performed in the Czech Republic in 2009, the Prague Post commented, “Sweet is a wonderful storyteller”. This is John’s second appearance at the Toronto Fringe; the last time was in 2000, when he presented another self-scripted one-man show, The Recurring Dream. CBC Radio described his performance then as “controlled, incendiary, and utterly unhinged, all at the same time. Wonderful!”
Waiting for André will be presented at the Solo Room, 736 Bathurst Street, at the following times: June 30 @ 10 p.m.; July 2 @ 8:15; July 3 @ 6:45; July 5 @ 5:45; July 6 @ 10:15; July 7 @ 4:45; July 8 @ 6:15; and July 11 @ 2:15. Tickets: $10 at the door / $11 at advance box office (416-966-1062). 
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