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Media Contact:  Kelly Straughan 

(416) 854.9140 or Kelly@seventhstageproductions.com

Seventh Stage Theatre Productions Presents

The Workshop Production of

 THIS IS ABOUT THE PUSH
By Rachel Blair

Directed by Kelly Straughan
Starring: Kimwun Perchinec, Jennifer Villeverde and Naomi Wright

Toronto, ON - Seventh Stage Theatre is presenting its third production this year - another new Canadian work in development – focusing on stories by women, about women and for everyone. Past Fringe Festival favourites, Kelly Straughan (Directing) and Rachel Blair (Playwright) team up again this year for This Is About The Push, opening on Thursday June 1st at 8:45pm at The Factory Studio.

This is About the Push is a collection of one-acts about the power dynamics of women and war, and the feminine identity projected upon them. Played out in varied styles of theatricality, each piece takes three nameless women ready to serve their audience, their men and their country and moves them closer to the final push.  Comic, quick and clever, each piece reflects on the next. 
“Rachel I have built a wonderful writer/director relationship, starting with the award-winning WAKE at Toronto Fringe 2008 and the continuing with the critically acclaimed The Red Queen Effect at The Next Stage Festival this past winter,” Kelly Straughan states. “This play continues our mutual interest in exploring gender roles and expectations – and developing the voice of an emerging female Canadian playwright at Seventh Stage.”
With the dramaturgy and development of a talented trio of theatre performers, TIATP will get an amazing opportunity at its first incarnation. Featuring Kimwun Perehinec (Co-Founder of Studio 180 Theatre; performed with Roseneath, Stratford Festival, Theatre Direct, Eldritch Theatre and Absit Omen), Jennifer Villeverde (Soulpepper Academy, Fu-GEN, MTC, SITR, Citadel) and Naomi Wright (Jessie Award nominated; four seasons with Barb On The Beach). Kelly Straughan (9 Parts of Desire and The Red Queen Effect – Seventh Stage; WAKE and Timebomb -Toronto Fringe NOW Best Director). Playwright Rachel Blair is currently completing a postgraduate degree in Performance from the Central School of Speech and Drama in London, England. She regularly contributes to several performance events in London, including Horseplay Arts Club at the renowned Proud Camden. 
VENUE:
Factory Theatre Studio, 125 Bathurst Street (at Adelaide).


SHOWS:
Thurs June 1st at 8:45p; Fri June 2nd at 1:30p; Sat June 3rd at 6:00p; Sun June 


4th at 12p; Tues June 6th at 1p; Thurs June 8th at 7:45p; Sat June 10th at 5:15p
TICKETS
$10 or purchase a Fringe Pass.
BOX OFFICE:  Fringe Hotline at 416.966.1062 or www.fringetoronto.com
Seventh Stage Theatre is a professional not-for-profit (and charitable) theatre company producing socially conscious stories by women, about women and for everyone. In addition, it places a particular importance on generating opportunities for female artists both on and off stage. This year Seventh Stage Theatre produced the recently successful Canadian Premiere of Heather Raffo’s “9 Parts of Desire” at The Theatre Centre and the  collective-creation “The Red Queen Effect” at the Next Stage Theatre Festival. Coming up next is The Canadian Premiere of “OR,” by Liz Duffy Adams at this year’s SummerWorks Theatre Festival. For more information, visit www.seventhstageproductions.com.  

